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REVEREND MIKE LOUIA 
Senior Pastor 

(prmike@firstlutheranec.org) 

One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one an-
other, and seeing that he answered them well, he asked him, "Which 
commandment is the first of all?"  29 Jesus answered, "The first is, 
'Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one;  30 you shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your mind, and with all your strength.'  31 The second is this, 'You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no other commandment 
greater than these." (Mark 12:28-31, NRSV) 

 

So, there you have it. In as brief of a summary as probable, Jesus sums up God’s law using words of 
scripture from Deuteronomy 6:4-5 and Leviticus 19:18.  

Frequently referred to as the shema, the passage from Deuteronomy is recited as part of daily prayer, 
morning and evening, by our Jewish siblings and sets the love of God with our heart, soul, mind and 
strength and our neighbor as our self as the cornerstone of a life in relationship with the one God of 
Israel. 

And living into Jesus’ teaching has implications for us today! Our LEAD team discerned Jesus’ com-
mitment to the commandment to love God and love neighbor as a linchpin (n. a person or thing vital to 
an enterprise or organization) in our living out God’s mission for First Lutheran, Welcoming, Growing 
and Sharing in God’s Grace, specifically as we live into sharing in God’s grace. At our recent Dela-
ware-Maryland synod assembly, the commandment to love God with all our heart, soul, mind and 
strength was used as the foundation to our bible study, both at assembly and afterwards.   

Over the next several months, I invite us to ponder how we might live into loving God with our whole 
heart, soul, mind or strength, beginning with loving God with our whole heart. 

Loving God with our whole heart isn’t about loving God in a romantic kind of love as we might expect 
based on our current understanding of how our heart connects to love. In ancient times, the heart 
wasn’t the exclusive source of our emotions (those actually resided in our gut … hence, “gut-feeling).  

When Jesus answered the scribe’s question, his understanding was that the heart was the center of 
our very being, the place where people determined their course of action. The heart was for our an-
cient siblings, the center of thought, the center of understanding, the center of feelings and affections, 
the center of joy and grief, and the center of fear and pain. With that understanding, loving God with 
our whole heart involved loving God with our entirety of life experiences.  

Loving God with our whole heart, with this understanding of the role of heart, will no doubt require us 
to practice vulnerability, take risks, and, as ironic as it might sound, be courageous. [Although being 
courageous shouldn’t surprise us as the root word for courageous, cor, in latin means heart. (Thank 
you Dr. Brene Brown, Professor at the University of Houston and best-selling author for that eye-
opening insight!)]  Our prayer for the next several months together as we contemplate loving God with 
all our heart, soul, mind and strength, might be that God’s Holy Spirit guide us in living into the vulner-
ability, risk-taking and courage needed; as we seek each day to love our gracious God with all our 
heart! 

See you Sunday (or Wednesday or Saturday),  

 

Pastor Mike 

 

 

For more from Dr. Brene Brown’s insight on courage, and its role in connecting our heart to our living in love, 
listen to her interview here: (https://www.theworkofthepeople.com/story-is-love). 

mailto:prmike@firstlutheranec.org
https://www.theworkofthepeople.com/story-is-love


2 

Two years ago I went on a trip to South Africa with a few other United Lutheran Seminary students and 

two professors so that we could learn more about the state of South Africa after apartheid and the work 

of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC). TRC was established in 1996, and their purpose 

was to start the hard work of restoration and reconciliation after about forty-eight years of atrocious laws, 

killings, discrimination, and mistreatment of black and brown people in their country. There were trials to 

allow victims to speak up about the things they experienced. There were investigations, and hearings for 

perpetrators. There were recommendations made for the new government to follow through and give 

reparations for the victims and their families. I learned two years ago, that reconciliation is not an easy 

thing to do when there is real violent harm, mistrust, and pain involved. True reconciliation is uncomfort-

able, and often, unrewarding work. It’s messy and cannot be done in a short period of time, actually it 

could be a lifetime of intentional work because it is all about rebuilding meaningful relationships.  

The work of the TRC came to mind as I reflect on my time at this year’s DE/MD Synod Assembly. Alt-

hough I have been a part of the Lutheran church for about six years now, I have not had the pleasure or 

time to attend on behalf of my church or as a visitor because seminary and life changes took prece-

dence. So, I was very curious and excited to attend. There were very meaningful conversations and we 

worked through some tough and seemingly controversial resolutions and memorials we had to vote on. 

One particular resolution that I am cautiously grateful that passed is “Resolution 2019-1: Becoming a 

Reconciling in Christ Synod.” For those who do not know what Reconciling in Christ means, it is a formal 

designation given to communities (churches, institutions, organizations) that make an intentional and 

conscious effort to be welcoming and open to our LGBTQIA+ siblings. Our conversations around this 

resolution was both heartwarming and gut-wrenching, while many of our LGBTQIA+ pastors and lay 

leaders came to the microphone to tell their stories and share how impactful this designation would 

mean to them and others who might want to serve in our synod. And then there were others who were 

afraid that having a synod that made such a stance would isolate them and their stance on LGBTQIA 

inclusion, because they did not agree with the decision. Bishop Bill Gohl did his best to be diplomatic 

and allowed for everyone to speak their truths and share their concerns. I struggled with the idea of mak-

ing this vote a paper ballot in silence, but I took a deep sigh of relief when there was an overwhelming 

number of “Yes” votes to move forward with the resolution. While one would have hoped for this to have 

been a reality years ago, I’m still grateful we are here now, and that it happened just before June, which 

is Pride Month.  (continued on next page) 

REVEREND TAMIKA JANCEWICZ 
Associate Pastor 

(tamika@firstlutheranec.org)  

mailto:tamika@firstlutheranec.org
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Continued from page 2.  

The truth is, however, this is just the beginning of some very important and hard work for our synod and 

many of our churches. Like the work of TRC, this also means we have to look intently at the harm done, 

and ask for forgiveness in those spaces. We need to make room for others to speak their truth and tell of 

how the church harmed them because we ostracized our siblings and closed our doors and hearts to 

them. And we need to have very hard conversations with one another about true inclusion and reconcile 

the theological implications of our biblical stance on the rights of our LGBTQIA+ siblings. Yes, this is just 

the beginning, but it’s also very necessary beautiful work.  

I also learned about the connectedness of all of humanity to one another and all of creation during my 

time in South Africa. What happens to one group of peoples effects the whole of our humanity because 

of our connectedness through the Triune G-d of the universe. And when we take that approach and 

acknowledge this connectedness, reconciliations also means that we consider our own healing in the 

process of being forgiven and forgiving. When we consider the work of so many of our LGBTQIA+ sib-

lings who serve in so many ways in the church, we can be grateful to G-d that despite the closed minds 

of many, G-d openly calls amazing people to share the gospel in the world. Our synod alone is blessed 

with numerous LGBTQIA+ Deacons, Pastors, and lay leaders who care deeply about the church and are 

committed to living into the commandments to love G-d and love our neighbor as we love ourselves. I’m 

also reminded that as a black woman, had the church not made this same kind of commitment to recon-

cile, and continue to reconcile, the harm done in the name of racism and sexism, I would not be here at 

First Lutheran serving with and among you.  

With the peace of Christ, 

 Pastor Tamika  

REVEREND TAMIKA JANCEWICZ 
Associate Pastor 

(tamika@firstlutheranec.org)  

FIRST LUTHERAN WELCOMING STATEMENT 

Welcoming in God’s Grace:  What does this mean? 

Welcoming in God’s Grace calls us to see God in all people and to 

open our hearts to them. As a reflection of God’s gracious love, 

First Lutheran Church welcomes ALL of God’s people with no ex-

ceptions! Our faith community invites and welcomes you—

regardless of race, national origin, sexual orientation, gender/

identity, disability, or economic status—for worship, fellowship, and 

partnership in ministry. 

 

mailto:tamika@firstlutheranec.org
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DR. WAYNE L. WOLD 
Director of Music Ministry 

(wayne@firstlutheranec.org) 

As we gather at your table, as we listen to your word, 

help us know, O God, your presence, let our hearts and minds be stirred. 

Nourish us with sacred story till we claim it as our own; 

teach us through this holy banquet how to make Love’s vict’ry known. 

Carl P. Daw, Jr. (ELW 522) 

There is a legend, attributed to various sources, that claims each person has two wolves fighting inside them—

one that is good and kind and one that is evil and hateful. (That’s not terribly different from Christian theology 

which points out the duality of human nature or from Luther’s teaching that we are simultaneously saints and 

sinners.) The legend continues by asking which one of the wolves will win the battle. “The one you feed” is the 

frank answer. 

Few of us would claim that we want the evil/hateful wolf inside us to prevail, yet we are not always careful 

about which wolf we feed. Of the many ways we can “feed the good wolf,” worshiping is at the top. We feed the 

good wolf inside us as we come to church regularly, greet and interact with each other before and after wor-

ship, participate enthusiastically in the liturgy, sing heartily, pay close attention to the music that has been cho-

sen and prepared, share the Peace, pray for others, listen attentively to God’s Word and receive Christ’s Meal, 

and leave with a renewed sense of commitment to go be Christs for the world. Good worship habits feed the 

good wolf so that we can be blessed and be a blessing to others. I hope to see you—and hear you—at worship 

throughout the summer.  

On July 14, we will bid a sad farewell to our Assistant Director of Music, Laurel Wacyk and her family as they 

get ready to move to Washington state. Laurel has been a wonderful colleague and music leader these past 

three years, and we have been blessed also by Dave who sang in the choir and played trumpet. And who has-

n’t enjoyed knowing young Roger! A farewell reception for the Wacyks will take place in the Fellowship Center 

between services that day. A committee has been formed to find Laurel’s replacement.   

Our previous Assistant Director of Music, Joshua Hughes, will be singing Gilbert & Sullivan in Baltimore again 

this summer, so I have invited him to return to FLC. He will be singing at both services on July 21.  

See you in church. And keep singing!  

Wayne 

THE THIRD BENCH HAS BEEN INSTALLED! 

In last month's Messenger, the article (MORE DIG-

GING | PASSION, PLANNING & PURPOSE) was 

about Dylan Nguyen’s Eagle Scout Project. He and 

fellow scouts and First members installed benches by 

the Stations of the Cross in the front yard.  We are 

pleased to report that the third and final bench has 

been installed as the final phase of his Eagle Scout 

Project.  This bench is longer than the other two - 12' 

length compared to 6'.  Also installed as part of his pro-

ject is a sign that reads 'Stations of the Cross Prayer 

Garden,’ which was attached to one of the station's 

wooden post.  Dylan's project with his Scout Troop 

#318 is a wonderful addition to the church's property 

and will be enjoyed by many for years. Thanks again 

Dylan and all who helped support his project! 

mailto:wayne@firstlutheranec.org
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• July 6-12 - Youth Mission Trip to Wayne County, NY  

• July 7 - Spoke Folk Event: Dinner at 6 PM, Concert at 7 PM  

• July 21 - Youth Group from 5-7 PM (Youth Room ) 

• August 19-23 - Vacation Bible School  

 
 

YOUTH MISSION TRIP 2019  
Please pray for our 13 youth and 3 adults as they head up north to Wayne County, NY, for First Lutheran’s annual 
Youth Mission Trip. Group Mission Trips will be leading the program called Week of Hope. Our youth will be spend-
ing their week interacting with people in the community and assisting with various tasks.  Some of the major projects 
during our trip will be:  
 

• Helping at the local Senior Living Center  

• Assisting with summer VBS  

• Delivering meals to community children at different locations  

• Helping at a Children’s Retreat  

• Working on minor fix-up repairs to homes belonging to elderly or disabled individuals  

• Helping to maintain beautiful gardens in the community  

• Learning about domestic and sexual violence at the local crisis center  
 
When we return from our trip, we hope to share with our congregation how God used us to work together with others 
to make a difference in this constantly changing world!  
 

SPOKE FOLK EVENT | JULY 7  
Join us on Sunday, July7, for the 2

nd
 annual Spoke Folk event at First Lutheran! About 20-30 youth and adults 

spend their time, every summer, bicycling around the U.S. to bring music, drama, and puppetry to local churches. 
They will be joining us for dinner in the Fellowship Center at 6 p.m. and then lead a program for us at 7 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary.  The Spoke Folk group will then sleep at our church overnight and leave the next morning to head off to 
another church.  This program is geared towards children, youth, and families. So, please use the flyer in this edition 
of The Messenger (after page 6) to invite your family and friends! 
 
VOLUNTEERS!! We need volunteers to help make dinner a success! If available to help, please check and sign up 
on the Spoke Folk Signup Genius at (https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a44aca722aaf94-spoke) or contact me 
directly. 
 

HERBERT M. PAYNE SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS  
This year, we have awarded two Payne Scholarships of $1,000 each to Tommy Wehr and Kyle Spicer. They are 
both very deserving of this award and have exemplified such service and citizenship within our church and in the 
community! Tommy and Kyle have both been a big part of our Youth Ministry here at FLC and have both served as 
worship assistants. Tommy has also graced us more than once with his musical talents, while Kyle enjoys working 
with our youngest disciples as a nursery assistant. Congratulations, Tommy and Kyle!!  
  
In the past, this award has only been given to one recipient. After a lengthy discussion with the Payne Scholarship 
Committee and our pastors, the decision was made to award both recipients this year. We do not wish to see this 
scholarship as a competition. Everyone who applies should obtain something as they head off to receive higher edu-
cation. We want to encourage our youth to strive for greatness, and we can help with that by assisting anyone who 
applies. This will now be the new regime for the Payne Scholarship as we make changes to the policy for years to 
come. If you have any questions or concerns or would like to be a part of the new policy formation, please contact 
me, Pastor Mike, or Pastor Tamika.  
 

WASH & WORSHIP FUNDRAISER THANK YOU!  
On Sunday, June 2, our annual Wash & Worship car wash fundraiser raised over $900 for this summer's youth mis-
sion trip to Wayne County, NY! Thank you to all who donated to our youth!!  (continued on next page) 
 

 

LAUREN CARONNA  
Director of Children & Youth Ministries 

(Lauren@firstlutheranec.org) 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a44aca722aaf94-spoke
mailto:Lauren@firstlutheranec.org


An Inter-Generational Labor of Love 

On Sunday morning—March 17, we celebrated Lutheran 

World Relief National Quilting Day by working on quilts in 

the Fellowship Center during Coffee Hour. Children and fami-

lies (including men) from Faith Finders picked their favorite 

fabric square and arranged them to design a quilt.  At the 

Sewing Circle Meeting on May 13, we had the pleasure of 

witnessing the completed quilt with all 48 squares of fabric 

sewn together. What a beautiful collaboration & creation! 
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RECOGNITION FOR MIKE & JAN MURPHY  
Mike and Jan Murphy started attending First Lutheran about 11 years ago, and right away became a part of the 
children and youth ministries. They started teaching Sunday School, leading both the 7

th
 & 8

th
 grade classes.  Even-

tually, as classes merged, they co-taught the middle school Sunday School class, and they soon became Confirma-
tion Mentors. Mike and Jan worked with us as we made changes to our Confirmation Curriculum a few years ago. 
Eventually, our program was adapted into Affirmation of Baptism. They co-taught the 2

nd
 year class, which focused 

on the New Testament and Jesus’s years of preaching and teaching.  
  
Mike and Jan Murphy have decided to step down as mentors for our Affirmation of Baptism program. We are so 
grateful for all the time and talents they have poured into our youth programs here! Thank you Mike and Jan!!! 
 

VACATION BIBLE STUDY (VBS) | AUGUST 19-23 
VBS this year is August 19-23 from 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and open to children 3 years old (potty trained) to 5th grade. It 
costs $25/child or $50 (max/family). Payments should be made payable to First Lutheran Church. This will be a fun 
time, playing and learning God’s truths.   
 

ARE YOU ON THE FAMILY MINISTRY NEWSLETTER LIST? 
Each week our Children & Youth Ministry’s newsletter, Family Ministry, goes out to families of First Lutheran. This 
newsletter contains important information about upcoming events, meetings, fundraisers, etc. There is so much go-
ing on in our congregation and checking the newsletter is a great way to stay in the loop! If you’d like to be added to 
the email list, please notify me by email.  
 
Blessings, 
 

Lauren Caronna 

 

LAUREN CARONNA  
Director of Children & Youth Ministries 

(Lauren@firstlutheranec.org) 

mailto:Lauren@firstlutheranec.org


SPOKE FOLK PRESENTS 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church
 3604 Chatham Road | Ellicott City, MD 21042

www.firstlutheranec.org | 410-465-2977

 SHARING THEIR FAITH THROUGH 

MUSIC• DRAMA• PUPPET SHOW

Sunday, July 7, 2019
Dinner - 6:00 PM - Fellowship Ctr.

Concert - 7:00 PM - Sanctuary
Open to the community & neighborhood. 

Join us!
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Foster Grandparent Program a Big Success! 

Our pilot Foster Grandparent program has been the talk of many households of the children who attend First 

Lutheran Preschool.  Children have welcomed our church friends with open arms and happy hearts.  It is a joy 

to see the excitement on their faces when they see their new friends on campus in the classroom, at chapel, or 

on the playground.  One of our young church members was pleased and surprised to see his Foster Grandpar-

ent at church!  

We will be tweaking the program slightly over the summer months.  In addition to the one hour training, Foster 

Grandparents will be required to pass a background check.  As always, Foster Grandparents serve as a support 

in the preschool and never left alone with the children. 

If you are considering joining the Foster Grandparent program, please talk to Bill Harkins, Claire & George 
Conklin, or Jay Zumbrun to find out more.  I would also be happy to meet with you.  Once you have completed 
the training and background check, you can pick the days and times that match your schedule on sign-up geni-
us. I look forward to a new school year where we continue to relate, play, and learn from each other no matter 
what our age. 

 

Jenny James 

JENNY JAMES 
Director of Preschool 

(flcpreschool@firstlutheranec.org) 

mailto:flcpreschool@firstlutheranec.org
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WOMEN OF FIRST LUTHERAN (WELCA) 
Diane Schwarzman, President  
(Diane.Schwarzman9@gmail.com)   

June Spring Gathering 
On Wednesday, June 5 eighteen women gathered for a potluck brunch (hosted 

by WELCA board members) and presentation by Ms. Sue Ellen Spotts, Man-

ager for Congregational Outreach of the Lutheran Immigration and Refugee 

Service (LIRS).  For our annual Spring Gathering, we decorated the tables with 

pink tablecloths and beautiful white, pink and lavender flower arrangements pro-

vided by Barbara Ugiansky.  Following the presentation, Pastor Tamika led 

the installation of the WELCA leadership officers for the 2019-2021 two-year 

term period including:  Diane Schwarzman, President, Doris Ann Hauser, Vice 

President, Barbara Ugiansky, Secretary, and Sue Davis, Treasurer. 

LIRS Presentation/Discussion 
Since its creation 80 years ago, LIRS has supported over 500,000 migrants and refugees as they rebuild their lives in 

America.  We learned how 2018 was a very challenging year for LIRS as migrant and refugee admission numbers into 

the United States were decreased by the executive branch of our government and the administration introduced the 

'zero-tolerance' policy at the Southwest border that resulted in a family separation crisis.  LIRS provides opportunities 

for congregations to engage with refugees and migrants through several programs: 

 

 Circle of Welcome:  Support newcomers with the integration process once they are resettled in the United States.  

(https://www.lirs.org/circle-of-welcome) 

 Refugee Sunday:  Every congregation in the ELCA is invited to lift up the gifts that migrants and refugees bring to 

our communities.  (https://www.lirs.org/refugee-sunday/) 

 Hope for the Holidays:  Congregations are encouraged to write/make cards to those held in detention centers dur-

ing the holiday season. 

 Detention Visitation:  Join a detention center visitation ministry through LIRS. 

 

As a group, we were encouraged to go out into our community, get to know our neighbors, and become involved with 

them.  We discussed calling our elected officials in August/September to advocate for higher migrant and refugee ad-

mission numbers into the United States for the next fiscal year.  Last December, First Lutheran donated $5,000 to LIRS 

from our Endowment Fund.  We can continue making financial donations to LIRS to support their work at (https://

www.lirs.org/donate/).   

mailto:Diane.Schwarzman9@gmail.com
https://www.lirs.org/circle-of-welcome
https://www.lirs.org/circle-of-welcome
https://www.lirs.org/donate/
https://www.lirs.org/donate/
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The Congregation Council held its regular monthly meeting on June 19, 2019.  In addition to hearing reports 
from various congregation ministry teams, other business included: 

 

• The Council gave permission for President Diane Schwarzman to 
sign the covenant renewing use of our building to The Church of 
Heavenly Joy.  

• Approval of a $1,000 donation to the United Lutheran Seminary. 

• Approval of a motion from Dr. Wayne Wold to raise donation funds 
that will be used to purchase new choir vestments. 

• Approval of an expenditure not to exceed $12,00 for various roof re-
pairs.  

• Approval to receive into membership Tom & Suzanne Underwood. 

• Election of Glenn Severn to the office of vice-president. 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL UPDATE 
Susan Garde, Council Secretary  

 (council@firstlutheranec.org) 

Aligning Ministry and Purpose 

One important opportunity of the Living Everyday As Disciples (LEAD) process is ensuring that our ministries are 

aligned with our purpose – that the work God invites us to undertake in God’s name is a direct extension of who we 

are as a people of God.  As a faith community, we believe that God calls us to be welcoming, growing and sharing in 

God’s grace.  Given this purpose, we now have the opportunity to consider how each of the ministries we do helps to 

carry out that purpose. 

For a number of years, we have organized our ministry into five areas:  Worship, Learning, Outreach, Support and 

Administrative.  While this has been a helpful way of organizing what we do, its view of ministry is a church perspec-

tive.  Since our faith community is really God’s church and our ministry is really God’s mission, we can look now at 

how the things we do are welcoming, growing and/or sharing in God’s grace – a God perspective! 

In coming months, each of our ministry groups will have the opportunity to reflect on how their efforts are aligned with 

Welcoming, Growing & Sharing in God’s grace.  Having this discussion can spark a number of valuable questions: 

1. How is the work we do helping to welcome, grow and/or share in God’s grace? 

2. If our work includes more than one aspect of our purpose, which aspect is strongest? 

3. Are there things we could start doing that would strengthen our purpose? 

4. Is there anything we should stop doing if it isn’t specifically welcoming, growing or sharing in God’s grace? 

 

Aligning our ministry with our purpose is an exciting opportunity.  We hope each of our FLC disciples will enjoy time 

spent reflecting on how the things we do help welcome others to – grow in – and share the amazing grace and love of 

God. 

 

Pastor Mike     Joanna Casto     George Conklin     Cathy Rice     Jay Zumbrun 

mailto:council@firstlutheranec.org
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Highlights from the 32nd Annual Delaware-Maryland Synod Assembly  

From May 30 – June 1, 2019, lay voting members and rostered leaders from 
across our Delaware-Maryland Synod gathered for its annual synod assem-
bly. In addition to conducting the business of our synod (approving the 2020 
Faith Spending Plan, electing various officers, synod council and committee 
members) our synod 1) gave thanks to God for the completion of a success-
ful capital campaign, 2) kicked-off a new intentional plan to address the on-
going financial health of our synod, and 3) gathered together under the 
theme, Holy Wisdom, Holy Word, for bible study and worship. 

A portion of our assembly was spent in discussion of memorials and resolu-
tions that would guide the work of God’s church (both the national ELCA and 
our local synod).  

Memorials are actions passed along to the ELCA governing body, the church-
wide assembly for further consideration and discussion. 

Our synod forwarded three memorials to the churchwide office for considera-
tion at our upcoming Churchwide assembly in August: 

1) A memorial for the creation of a task force (with intentionally diverse representation from all affected 
persons) whose chief purpose would be the creation of an inclusive process in the creation of a re-
placement for Visions and Expectations, to ensure an adequate process for review and comment, and 
presenting a draft document before the Church Council in the fall of 2020. 

2) A memorial that the 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly would advocate with lawmakers to create and 
pass gun law that save lives. 

3) A memorial that the 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly would restore the payment of premiums for 
Portico health insurance premiums for spouses of Churchwide employees and to return coverage lev-
els to the previous gold level. 

Resolutions are actions passed along to our Delaware-Maryland Synod Council and others within our synod for 
further action. 

Our assembly also passed several resolutions: 

1) A resolution to work towards becoming a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) synod as it lives into its recently 
adopted welcoming statement: “The Delaware-Maryland Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America welcomes all into the fullness of God’s love. This welcome is inclusive of people of every race, 
national origin, immigration status, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, age, physical or 
mental ability, sex, political perspective or socio-economic status. Rather that using our differences to 
divide us, we pledge to use our differences as gifts to work together.” 

2) To set aside one Sunday (January 26, 2020 or some other Sunday) as Global Church Sunday, includ-
ing receiving a special offering to support the mission and ministry of the global church and committing 
ourselves to learning more about God’s work in the global church. 

3) To encourage, in an effort to live into our baptismal promise to pursue justice for all of God’s people, 
those gathered into congregational communities to keep abreast of current issues of public policy, to 
seek out opportunities to learn more about these issues, and to participate fully in public life through 
voting and contacting representatives to share opinions. 

4) To set aside Christ the King Sundays in 2019 and 2020 as World Hunger Sundays and to increase par-
ticipation and financial support of our ELCA hunger fighting ministries. 

On behalf of all those who participated in this holy work, thank you for your prayerful support before, during and 
post synod assembly. 

  

 
 

DE-MD 2019 SYNOD ASSEMBLY UPDATE 
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PASTOR TAMIKA’S ORDINATION & INSTALLATION | MAY 26, 2019 
 

After serving with us as Vicar Tamika since early March, Tamika Latoshia Marie 

Jancewicz became Pastor Tamika, on Sunday, May 26. Our congregation celebrated 

this joyous occasion with her family and friends during her Ordination and Installation 

here at First Lutheran. 

The service began at 5:00 p.m. with Bishop Bill Gohl from the DE-MD Synod as the 

presiding minister and May McLaughlin from Christ Lutheran in Washington, D.C., as 

assisting minister.  Rev. Ginny Price from New Hope Lutheran, Columbia, MD, led us 

in the Thanksgiving for Baptism as God gives us a new birth by water and the Holy 

Spirit.  The first reading of 1 Kings 19:11-13 was offered by Rachel Elliott of the Chevre 

Tzedek Congregation.  The telling of Acts 2:1-21 was presented by Rev. Jason 

Chesnut from The Slate Project / ANKOS films.  The Rev. Seminarian Kelsey Brown, 

MDiv19' read the second reading from Ephesians 5:1-14.  Laura Kigweba James from 

the General Board of Church & Society of the United Methodist Church preached on 

the Gospel from Luke 7:36-50.  

The Rite of Ordination service began with the presentation of Tamika for ordination to the ministry of Word and Sacra-

ment through the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  Presenters and readers of the charges included Rev. Tuhi-

na Rasche from University AME Zion in Palo Alto, CA, Rev. Lauren Muratore from Salem Lutheran in Baltimore, MD, 

and Deacon Julie Stecker, Assistant to the Bishop DE-MD Synod.  In the presence of the assembly, Tamika willed to 

assume the office, preach and teach in accordance with the holy scriptures, creeds, and confessions, be faithful in the 

use of grace, pray for God's people, lead by example in faithful service and holy living, and give faithful witness that 

God's love may be known in all done in the world.  The prayers of intercession, presented by May McLaughlin were 

written by Rev. Lenny Dunkin from Jehu's Table in Brooklyn, NY. 

The giving of a stole was presented by Tamika's parents, Angel and Milford Pinkney III, from the Church of Faith in Phil-

adelphia, PA, while remembering God's promise from Matthew 11:28-30.  "Come to me, all you that are weary and are 

carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me; for I am gentle and hum-

ble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light."   

Karen Brodie Designs created the stole design "Blessed by The Spirit" encompassing water, flame, Spirit, and grace.  

The blue horizontal waves of water at the bottom of the stole reach upward transforming into flame which symbolizes 

the power of transformation and rebirth in the Spirit.  The dove at the back of the neck of the yoke represents the dove 

at the moment of Christ's baptism.  While designing the stole, Karen Brodie had a 'felt sense that the design pours forth 

from the back of the neck, as though one is being baptized daily, prayed over by hands, or anointed with grace and gifts 

into Christ's priesthood over and over as this flame and water are part of the yoke of the stole'.  Karen designed the 

stole around the neck as taller people will be able to see more of the design up high around the shoulders and don't 

have to be far away to see the depth and meaning of the stole.  The stole was a gift from the community of Christ Lu-

theran in DC. 

The assembly acclaimed that they will regard Tamika as a servant of Christ, pray for her, and help and honor her for 

her work's sake.  Then it was acclaimed that Tamika is a called and ordained minister in the church of Christ with au-

thority to preach the word of God and administer the sacraments. 

The installation service began with congregational council president, Diane Schwarzman, certifying that First Evangeli-

cal Lutheran Church called The Rev. Tamika as Associate Pastor and presented her for installation.  In presence of the 

assembly, Rev. Tamika willed to commit herself to this new trust and responsibility and to carry out duties in harmony 

with the constitutions of the ELCA.  Malia Schlichting, Genny Hardesty, and Susan Garde (representing the congrega-

tion) announced that The Rev. Tamika is called to be among us to baptize, teach and forgive sins, to proclaim the good 

news, and to preside at the Lord's Supper.  Bishop Gohl then presented Rev. Tamika as the Associate Pastor of First 

Lutheran Church in Ellicott City.  At this point, many joys of celebration were shared as we greeted each other with the 

peace of Christ. 

(continued on next page) 
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PASTOR TAMIKA’S ORDINATION & INSTALLATION | MAY 26, 2019—continued 
 

Pastor Tamika presided at her first communion as an ordained minister with 

giving bread to each person.  Communion Assistants included Rev. Dr. 

Surekha Nelavala from Beloved Community in Ellicott City, MD, Pastor 

Mike Louia from First Lutheran in Ellicott City, MD, Laura Kigweba James, 

May McLaughlin and Acolyte Michael Facto. 

The First Lutheran Choir, under the direction of Dr. Wayne L. Wold, and the 

Amazing Grace Lutheran Choir, under the direction of Salem Kamalu, musi-

cian Jared English on trumpet, and youth cantors Grace Isler, Paul Isler, 

and Ehren Casto provided moving, inspirational music and song to the spe-

cial service.  

A special thanks to Pastor Mike and the rest of the staff of First Lutheran, 

Ellicott City and Bishop Gohl and the staff of the DE-MD Synod for planning 

and providing a beautiful ordination and installation service for Tamika en-

joyed by her family, friends, and church community. 

A reception followed in the Fellowship Center featuring Pastor Tamika's 

menu of fried chicken, macaroni and cheese, collard greens, cornbread, 

and strawberry cake.  The table placemats showed pictures of all the places 

along Pastor Tamika's journey while following her call; including Church of 

Faith, Philadelphia, PA, Harambee UCC, Harrisburg, PA, Lansdowne Alli-

ance, Lansdowne, MD, The Slate Project, United Lutheran Seminary, Get-

tysburg, PA, Amazing Grace Lutheran, Baltimore, MD, New Hope Lutheran, 

Columbia, MD, Christ Lutheran, Washington, DC, and First Lutheran, El-

licott City, MD.  The tablecloths were red and white with a vase of purple 

flowers as centerpieces.  A special thanks to the Reception Committee, in-

cluding members of the Ministry Transition Team, who coordinated and pro-

vided a lovely reception that was enjoyed by all. 

Some of the comments shared on Facebook after the event include: 'A 

beautiful service' - Carol Brzezinski, 'I was moved and blown away by the 

word - spoken and sung by so many' - Sandi Witt, 'So glad I came' - Helen 

Tyler, 'It was a glorious celebration!' - Bishop Gohl, and 'One of the best 

days of my life' - Pastor Tamika. 

Thank you Diane Schwarzman for sharing this article with us and capturing the essence of this special day—especially for those who missed it! 
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Chatham Rd. Parsonage Volunteer Painters 
 

A big thank you to Bill Harkins, Nya Jancewicz, and Steve Schwarzman for painting the Chatham Rd. parsonage in 
preparation for Pastor Tamika and her family who are planning to move into at the end of June. 

 

More Paving Work Scheduled this Summer 
 

The third phase of church parking lot paving is tentatively scheduled to begin around July 8.  This phase encompasses 
the northern lot next to Frederick Rd. for users of the Social Hall, Youth Room, and the Preschool.  The paving will be 
completed by the same company that did the other paving the last two years.  Also included in the project is the re-
placement of the concrete sidewalk along the Social Hall, Youth Room, and Nursery. 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE UPDATE 

Learn, Grow, and Serve by Becoming a Stephen Minister 

Do you have gifts for caring, encouragement, and listening? If so, please prayerfully consider becoming a Stephen 
Minister.   

First Lutheran will be training another class of Stephen Ministers with 
other area churches in September. Stephen Ministers provide emo-
tional and spiritual support and care to people who are going through  
a difficult time, such as divorce, grief, hospitalization, unemployment, 
terminal illness, relocation, chronic illness, or loneliness.  

To find out more about becoming a Stephen Minister or how you or someone you know could be matched with a 
Stephen Minister, contact Colleen Fowler at (stephenministry@firstlutheranec.org). 

A TIME FOR GIVING THANKS  
 
"For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven." (Ecclesiastes 3:1, NRSV)  
 
For the past three years, God's community in this place has been blessed by the 
music ministry leadership of our Assistant Director of Music/Choir Director, Laurel 
Wacyk. During Laurel's time with us, she has faithfully served as cantor at worship 
services, prepared the choir for music leadership for worship on Sundays, provided 
seasonal concerts, connected with those in the neighborhood through her commu-
nity-sponsored concerts and enriched the lives of our youngest disciples through 
children's choir and summer music camps, and associated musical performances. 
Laurel's time with us is coming to an end on July 31st as she and her family relo-
cate to Washington State, where her husband, David accepted a position at a local university.  
 
Laurel's last Sunday with us will be Sunday, July 14, 2019. We'll be wishing her and her family Godspeed during 
the worship services and joining together between the services to celebrate our time together.  Please plan on 
attending both worship and the celebration event on July 14th.  

mailto:stephenministry@firstlutheranec.org


15 

ST. JOHN’S COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION PICNIC & RAIN GARDEN UPDATE 
 

The St. John’s Community Association Picnic & Rain Garden was a success! Below are some pictures from the 
event and garden. Updates and more details about the next phase of the garden will be forthcoming. In the mean-
time, if you have any questions or are interested in helping to take care of and support the maintenance of the rain 
garden, please contact Cathy Rice at (cprprenpal@gmail.com). 
 

Planting Day - June 7, 2019   

Day of St. John’s Community Association Picnic & Rain Garden Tour - June 8, 2019 

The Rain Garden in Action - June 13, 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clean Water Action Maryland stopped by on June 13, to see the rain garden in action and take these photos.  By 
the way, they reported that they weren’t the only ones there checking it out.  
 
This rain garden grabs the runoff from the driveway and puts it through a series of collection ponds where the water 
will slow down and soak into the ground instead of running off into local streams.  
 
"God’s creation, especially water, is a precious resource that God has entrusted to us and 
has called us to protect for the good of all the earth and its inhabitants." 

 

More photos can be found on First’s Vimeo (https://vimeo.com/firstlutheranec) & Facebook (@FirstlutheraEllicottCity) pages.  

mailto:cprprenpal@gmail.com
https://vimeo.com/firstlutheranec


HIGHLIGHTING A FEW UPCOMING EVENTS  
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 Sunday, June 30 - First Lutheran Summer Service Project  

 Sunday, July 14 - Farewell & Godspeed for Laurel Wacyk & Family  

 August 19-23 - Vacation Bible School (VBS) 

 Friday, August 23 - Black Ankle Vineyards Fellowship  

 Sunday, September 8 - Annual FELC Picnic (more details to come) 

 

BLACK ANKLE VINEYARDS FELLOWSHIP 
The Fellowship Committee is sponsoring the annual “Evening in the Vineyard” on Friday, August 23, at award-
winning Black Ankle Vineyards from 5:00 - 8:30 PM.  Black Ankle is Maryland’s only estate winery, meaning all 
grapes are grown on their properties here in Maryland.  All members and their guests are encouraged to enjoy 
a fun evening of music, wine tasting, food and fellowship in the beautiful rolling hills of Frederick County.  Cost 
of tastings is $14.00/person, paid at the winery. The winery allows you to bring your own food/snacks, but State 
law prohibits bringing in any outside alcohol.  The Fellowship Committee will try to get tables/chairs for every-
one, but ask that you bring lawn chairs just in case.   
 
Please RSVP to Debbie Newell at (DebWNewell@aol.com) by August 16th so we can let the winery know how 
many to prepare for.  This event has grown in numbers the last couple of years so come out and have fun be-
fore the hectic Fall schedule begins!  For additional information and directions to the winery visit 
(www.Blackankle.com).  
 
BEFORE YOU GO ON VACATION…If you will be vacationing this summer and think you might be away for 
Sunday service, you have an opportunity to worship with the Beloved Community on Saturdays. This Lutheran 
multicultural worship service meets every Saturday for tea fellowship at 5:30 p.m. and worship at 5:30 p.m.  Ho-
ly communion and worship are led by Pastor Surekha Nelavala. You will experience music, songs, and read-
ings in global origins that reflect the multicultural nature of the service.  Bishop Gohl likens this service “to ex-
periencing Pentecost all over”! 
 
TRIP TO ISRAEL IN 2020 
ISRAEL anyone?  A trip to Israel is being offered by Good Shepherd Travel.  A few members from First Luther-
an are planning to attend this guided tour (February 10 - 19, 2020). If you are interested in going with fellow 
Christians, please speak to or contact Michelle Miles (mkmiles29@gmail.com) or Susan Garde 

GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS. THIS MONTH & BEYOND  

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION 
Dunloggin Middle School is collecting box tops from General Mills products.  Clipped box tops are worth $.10 each 
and serve as a critical source of fundraising for DMS enrichment programs and social events.  Box tops can be 
dropped off in the specially marked collection box on our information table in the narthex.   
 

RECYCLING FOR PROJECT PLASE INC.  
Creation Care is collecting used clothing and textiles (in plastic bags) in the blue bin located at the church’s lower 
parking lot. These donations are used to provide clothing or in processing for other use across the world. Refer to 
the bin or go to (http://www.mac-recycling.com/faq.html#6) for a list of acceptable and non-acceptable items.  
 

WANDS FOR WILDLIFE 
The Creation Care Ministry is also collecting used (cleaned) mascara wand for Wands for Wildlife (https://
www.appalachianwild.org/wands-for-wildlife.html). Visit the Information Board in the narthex for details of contact 
Cathy Rice (cprpenpal@gmail.com)  or Susan Garde (susangarde09@comcast.net). 

For details on these upcoming and future events taking place in and around First Lutheran, visit the Information Center in the church lobby/

narthex, church online calendar and/or check your e-mail each week for This Week at First, our weekly e-letter. 

 

FLOWERS, COMMUNION ELEMENTS & BULLETINS SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
Please continue to regularly check available dates for flowers, communion elements and bulletins sponsorship 
opportunities.  To sponsor, complete the green dedication form on the Dedication Sign-up Calendar just outside of 
the church office’s workroom and attach it to your payment. Payments can be placed in the wooden mailbox on 
the bulletin board, offering plate, or mailed to the office. Thank you! 

mailto:DebWNewell@aol.com
http://www.Blackankle.com
mailto:mkmiles29@gmail.com
http://www.mac-recycling.com/faq.html#6
https://www.appalachianwild.org/wands-for-wildlife.html
https://www.appalachianwild.org/wands-for-wildlife.html
mailto:cprpenpal@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Renee%20Kalu/AppData/Local/Temp/susangarde09@comcast.net
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MEMORIAL GIFT FUNDS 
 

General Memorial Fund: 
In memory of Doris Zucker 

• Constance Klima 
• William and Nancy Galloway 
• Glenn and Dede Severn 
• Rich and Sandy Funke 

 

In memory of Alice Battersby 
• Rich and Sandy Funke 

 

Rev. Herbert Payne Scholarship Fund: 
In memory of Shirley Bishop  

• Rich and Sandy Funke 
 

Music Ministry: 
In memory of Shirley Bishop 

• Anne Marie Howser 
• Garland and Martha Foreman 
• Kathy Quick 
• Michele Wray 
• Wayne and Melanie Hoffman 

PARISH REGISTER 

Meet the Martins 

(Dave, Tara, Lily & Jesse) 

 

We are the Martin family, Dave, Tara, Lily, Jesse, 

and Truman the dog (obviously, not shown here). 

We began our family 6 years ago, after Dave pro-

posed on a backpacking trip on the Appalachian 

trail. Dave is Ellicott City born and raised and en-

joys spinning, hiking, mountain biking, and karate. 

Tara teaches middle school math and likes yoga 

and stroller walks. Lily is 3.5, has just learned to 

pedal her tricycle, and is excited to start ballet next 

month. Jesse at 7 months is eating a ton and is 

just about to crawl. We all like to play around the 

farm, snuggle on the couch, and we take it one 

chaotic evening at a time. God has blessed us 

with an incredible village of family and friends, and 

we're excited to meet new ones! 

Now in God’s hands, 
 still in our hearts. 



A NOTE OF THANKS 
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Photography compliments of Steve DeWitt.

Jenny James, Director of Preschool
jjames@firstlutheranec.org

Lauren Caronna, Dir. of Children & Youth Ministry
lauren@firstlutheranec.org

Renee Kalu, Director of Communications
renee@firstlutheranec.org

Rev. Michael Louia, Sr. Pastor
prmike@firstlutheranec.org

Dr. Wayne L. Wold, Director of Music
wayne@firstlutheranec.org

Phyllis Lott, Ministry Support Specialist II
phyllis@firstlutheranec.org

Lori Teitelbaum, Ministry Support Specialist
lori@firstlutheranec.org

OUR STAFF 
First Lutheran Church

ELLICOTT CITY, MD

Laurel Wacyk, Assistant Director of Music
laurel@firstlutheranec.org

Rev. Tamika Jancewicz, Associate Pastor
tamika@firstlutheranec.org



FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN STAFF, COUNCIL & MINISTRY MEMBERS 

STAFF      

Senior Pastor  Rev. Michael K. Louia  410‐465‐2977 x1  prmike@firstlutheranec.org 

Director of Music Ministry  Dr. Wayne L. Wold  410‐465‐2977 x4  Wayne@firstlutheranec.org 

Assistant Director of Music  Laurel Wacyk  410‐465‐2977 x4  Laurel@firstlutheranec.org 

Director of Children & Youth  Lauren Caronna  410‐465‐2977 x3  Lauren@firstlutheranec.org 

Director of Preschool  Jenny James  410‐465‐5977   flcpreschool@firstlutheranec.org 

Director of Communica ons  Renee Kalu  410‐465‐2977  renee@firstlutheranec.org 

Ministry Support Specialist II  Phyllis Lo   410‐465‐2977 x5  flcoffice@firstlutheranec.org 

Ministry Support Specialist I  Lori Teitelbaum   410‐465‐2977 x7  lori@firstlutheranec.org 

       

                                                                        ORGANIZED FOR MISSION                          *CURRENT COUNCIL MEMBER 

WORSHIP MINISTRY Jim Andersen*  301‐461‐4199   jwandersen101@gmail.com  

 Ray Facto*  410‐465‐3185  bjfacto@verizon.net 

Worship & Music (Altar Guild)  Kim Kearns  410‐750‐8988  kskearns@verizon.net 

      

LEARNING MINISTRY Bill Moser*  410‐884‐4414  bix1o3@yahoo.com 

       Women of the ELCA  Diane Schwarzman* (President)  410‐480‐9711   Diane.Schwarzman9@gmail.com 

       Men’s Bible Study  Jay Zumbrun  443‐745‐0737  jzumbrun@ccbcmd.edu 

       Children’s & Youth Ministry  Lauren Caronna  410‐465‐2977  Lauren@firstlutheranec.org 

       

OUTREACH MINISTRY Bella Yahuma*  410‐465‐2720  ryahuma@yahoo.com 

  Sally Seen (Preschool Liaison)*  410‐465‐9160  sallyseen@verizon.net  

  Kathi White*  410‐465‐7384  white2850@comcast.net 

  Malia Schlich ng*  410‐259‐8446  malia_schlich ng@yahoo.com 

        Social Ministry  Terry Kay  410‐750‐9372  Terrence.kay@verizon.net 

        Women / Children Place  Gail Tabeling  410‐531‐3938  gtabeling@aol.com 

        Grassroots Day Center  Bill Harkins (Vice‐President)*  410‐781‐4658  wmharkins@comcast.net 

        Baby Gi  Bags  Jenne Burnham  443‐677‐3671  fenris1954@yahoo.com 

        Sewing Circle (Quilts)  Deb Hardesty   410‐530‐9772  debsummercrest@gmail.com 

        Sewing Circle (Quilts)  Karen Dewi   410‐750‐9744   kydshop1@verizon.net 

        Caring for God’s Crea on  Cathy Rice  410‐750‐9631  cprpenpal@gmail.com 

       

SUPPORT MINISTRY Glenn Severn*  410‐465‐0369  gsevern@comcast.net 

        Fellowship  Steve Schwarzman  410‐440‐6624  sschwarzman8964@gmail.com 

        Personnel  Genny Hardesty*  410‐336‐2426  HardestyGenny@gmail.com 

        Stephen Ministry  Colleen Fowler  410‐750‐2453  stephenministry@firstlutheranec.com 

        Prayer Shawls  Ginny Fan  410‐750‐7237  fanfamily88@gmail.com 

        Stewardship  George Conklin  410‐750‐7208  conkgeo@gmail.com 

        LEAD  Jay Zumbrun  443‐745‐0737  jzumbrun@ccbcmd.edu 

        De‐Dining Women  Nancy Louia  410‐465‐2977  louia@comcast.net 

               

ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRY Robert Sanders*  410‐964‐5181  rsanders42@verizon.net 

  Susan Garde (Secretary)*  410‐549‐1757  susangarde09@comcast.net 

  Wade Wray (Financial Secretary)*  410‐465‐2977  finsec@firstlutheranec.org 

        Property  Rich Funke  410‐992‐8015  rhfunke@aol.com 

        Finance  Michelle Miles (Treasurer)*  410‐461‐6853  treasurer@firstlutheranec.org 

        Endowment  Frank Palulis  410‐465‐2977  fwpalulis@comcast.net 

        Memorial Gi s  Gail Hikel  410‐461‐6296  onthegogail@msn.com 

Associate Pastor  Rev. Tamika Jancewicz  410‐465‐2977 x2  tamika@firstlutheranec.org 

3604 Chatham Road | Ellicott City, MD 21042 
Office:  410.465.2977 | Preschool:  410.465.5977 | Fax:  410.465.8700 

Website: firstlutheranec.org | Facebook: @FirstLuthEllicottCity Twitter: @FLCofficeEC 



WORSHIP ASSISTANTS SCHEDULE  

To volunteer for worship services, sign-up directly at (http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0c4aaba92aa46-worship), for Coffee Hour at 
(https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0c4aaba92aa46-coffee), or e-mail (FLCoffice@firstlutheranec.org) or call the church office at 410-465-2977 with 
your date(s) of choice.  Thank you for serving God’s church and His disciples in worship! 

Service (a.m.) July 7 July 14 July 21 July 28
Alter Guild Both Karen McLaughlin Karen McLaughlin Karen McLaughlin Karen McLaughlin

Acolytes
8:00
10:30

Assisting 
Ministers

8:00 Alan Lovell Mike Murphy Suzanne Brinkley

10:30 Tom Brzezinski Genny Hardesty

Bread Pickup Friday Doris Anne Hauser DeDe Severn

Coffee Hour 8:00 Learning Ministry Outreach Ministry Support Ministry
Administrative 
Ministry

Communion 
Assistants

8:00
10:30 Wayne Hoffman

Greeters
8:00

Irmgard Shifflett
Mary Segerson

Dorothy Griffin
Doris Anne Hauser

Sue Sewell

Andrea Wellington

10:30

Head Ushers
8:00 Tony McLaughlin Glenn Severn Terry Kay Brooke Thielemann

10:30 Ray Facto Sharon Kramer Greg Seen

Healing Prayers
8:00 Jay Zumbrun Cheryl Mason Susan Garde Sue Sewell

10:30 Lynn Anderson Jan Ulrich Ken Buck Lisa Coster

Music
8:00
10:30

Readers
8:00 Karen McLaughlin Suzanne Brinkley Mike Murphy Susan Harris

10:30 Tom Brzezinski Tom Brzezinski

Ushers

8:00 Tom Witt
DeDe Severn
Carol Brzezinski

Jan Murphy
James Murphy
Linda Kay

Tony McLaughlin
Dean Layman
Leslie Layman

10:30
Robert Sanders
Bruce Isler 
Mike Anderson

Jerry Kramer
Tom Broderick

Sally Seen
Paul Ulrich
Carol Brzezinski

Harry Murphy



First Lutheran Calendar of Events, Meetings and Activities as of 6/11/19.
For changes/updates and/or details go to: (https://calendar.churchart.com/calendar/73897365/month/2019-07-01)

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

30
8:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM First Lutheran 
Summer Service Project 
9:00 AM Refreshments 
10:30 AM Worship 
1:30 PM Church of 
Heavenly Joy 

1
10:00 AM Prayer Shawl 
1:00 PM Small Group Book 
Club 
7:00 PM Troop 318 
Committee 

2
10:00 AM Staff Meeting 
1:00 PM Small Group Bible 
Study 
7:00 PM Scouts USA 

3
10:00 AM Beloved 
Community Visioning team 
meeting 
6:30 PM Worship 
Fellowship 
7:00 PM Worship Service 
8:00 PM AA 

4
OFFICE CLOSED 
7:00 PM Al Anon/AA 

5 6
7:00 AM Youth Mission 
Trip 
5:00 PM Beloved 
Community Fellowship 
5:30 PM Beloved 
Community Worship 

7
8:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Blood pressure 
screening 
9:00 AM Refreshments 
10:30 AM Worship 
1:30 PM Church of 
Heavenly Joy 
2:00 PM Spoke Folk -
Arriving 
6:00 PM Spoke Folk Dinner 
7:00 PM Spoke Folk 
Concert 

8
Messenger Articles Due 
7:00 AM Youth Mission 
Trip 
9:30 AM Sewing Circle 
9:30 AM Spoke Folk -
Leaving 
7:00 PM Property 
7:00 PM Stephen Min. 
Supervision 

9
7:00 AM Youth Mission 
Trip 
10:00 AM Staff Meeting 
1:00 PM Small Group Bible 
Study 
7:00 PM DBSA / 
Depression & Bipolar 
Support 
7:00 PM Finance 
7:00 PM Scouts USA 

10
7:00 AM Youth Mission 
Trip 
10:30 AM Nursing Home 
Visit 
1:00 PM Stewardship 
Meeting 
6:30 PM Worship 
Fellowship 
7:00 PM Worship Service 
8:00 PM AA 

11
7:00 AM Youth Mission 
Trip 
6:30 PM Executive 
Committee 
7:00 PM Al Anon/AA 

12
7:00 AM Youth Mission 
Trip 

13
4:30 PM Women & 
Children's Shelter 
5:00 PM Beloved 
Community Fellowship 
5:30 PM Beloved 
Community Worship 

14
Farewell & Godspeed for 
Laurel 
8:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Refreshments 
10:30 AM Worship 
1:30 PM Church of 
Heavenly Joy 

15 16
9:00 AM Rug Hookers 
10:00 AM Staff Meeting 
1:00 PM Small Group Bible 
Study 
7:00 PM Scouts USA 

17
6:30 PM Worship 
Fellowship 
7:00 PM Worship Service 
7:30 PM Congregation 
Council 
8:00 PM AA 

18
7:00 PM Al Anon/AA 

19
7:30 AM Men's Fellowship 
Breakfast 

20
5:00 PM Beloved 
Community Fellowship 
5:30 PM Beloved 
Community Worship w/ 
Children & Youth 



First Lutheran Calendar of Events, Meetings and Activities as of 6/11/19.
For changes/updates and/or details go to: (https://calendar.churchart.com/calendar/73897365/month/2019-07-01)

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

21
8:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Refreshments 
10:30 AM Worship 
1:30 PM Church of 
Heavenly Joy 
5:00 PM Youth Group 

22 23
10:00 AM Staff Meeting 
1:00 PM Small Group Bible 
Study 
7:00 PM DBSA / 
Depression & Bipolar 
Support 
7:00 PM Scouts USA 

24
6:30 PM Worship 
Fellowship 
7:00 PM Worship Service 
8:00 PM AA 

25
7:00 PM Al Anon/AA 

26 27
5:00 PM Beloved 
Community Fellowship 
5:30 PM Beloved 
Community Worship 
w/Baptism 

28
New Members Received 
8:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Refreshments 
10:30 AM Worship 
1:30 PM Church of 
Heavenly Joy 

29 30
10:00 AM Staff Meeting 
1:00 PM Small Group Bible 
Study 
7:00 PM Scouts USA 

31
6:30 PM Worship 
Fellowship 
7:00 PM Worship Service 
8:00 PM AA 

1
7:00 PM Al Anon/AA 
7:00 PM Preschool Board 
Meeting 

2 3
5:00 PM Beloved 
Community Fellowship 
5:30 PM Beloved 
Community Worship 



 

IN CASE YOU DIDN’T KNOW OR FORGOT... 
 
PHOTO USE EXCLUSION FORMS 
Members who prefer not to have their personal and/or family photos 
taken at church and/or church related events/activities used in com-
munications outside of FELC (social media, etc.) can let us know by 
completing the Photo Use Exclusion Form found in the weekly e-
letters under QUICK LINKS. 

 
SUPPORT GROUPS 
First offers a place for the hurting to find help, healing and hope. Al 
Anon/AA, AA, DBSA Depression & Bipolar Support, DivorceCare/
Divorce Care for Kids (DC4K) and Grief Support are all open to the 
congregation and community.  For meeting days/times, refer to the 
Support Groups at First (flyer) in the weekly e-letter under QUICK 
LINKS.  

FIRST ON VIMEO  
Want to look at a video that you saw on Facebook/Twitter or the e-newsletter again, check Vimeo. And be sure to 
share with others some of the fun and exciting times we have serving together and for God’s glory. Vimeo 
(https://vimeo.com/user73508597). 
 

FIRST LUTHERAN APP  
On the App you can also submit Prayer Requests, access Facebook, sermons and announcements, receive 
push notifications for special events, reminders and important church updates and more.  It’s free. To download, 
text ‘firstlutheranec app’ to 77977 or search your mobile device’s App Store for First Lutheran Ellicott City.  
 

ADDITIONAL WORSHIP SERVICES  
Midweek Worship and Beloved Community are additional opportunities to gather with fellow disciples for worship 
and fellowship, in addition to the two services on Sunday. Midweek services are held each Wednesday. Fellow-
ship at 6:30 p.m. followed by service at 7:00 p.m.  Beloved Community gathers weekly on Saturdays starting at 
5:00 PM for fellowship. Service starts at 5:30 p.m. Potluck dinners held on 1st Saturdays. 
 

USE OF CHURCH FACILITIES 
Did you know that you can request use of the church facilities for personal use such as baby showers and other 
special occasions such as parties, meetings and other events?  To make a request, contact Lori Teitelbaum, 
Ministry Support Specialist, at (410-465-2977 x7) or (lori@firstlutheranec.org) in the church office  to obtain and 
complete a Facilities Use Agreement for consideration by the approval review committee. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
To submit your requests for prayer, please complete the form in your bulletin or call the church office (410) 465-
2977).  We kindly ask that when requesting prayer for others to obtain their permission beforehand, include your 
name, and if possible, the nature of the prayer request. Prayer requests will be included in the congregation's 
prayers for two weeks, unless specified otherwise.  For more information about prayer requests, express interest 
in becoming a part of the First Lutheran Prayer Network or receiving the Intercessory Prayer List, please contact 
the church office at (410) 465-2977 or flcoffice@firstlutheranec.org).   
 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS & SPONSORS ARE “VIPS” TO FIRST!  
Worship Assistants and Sponsors (flowers, bulletins and communion elements) are all “VIPS,” a very important 
part of worship—and needed year-round.  Therefore, please continue to check the Dedication Sign-up Calen-
dar on the bulletin board outside the church office workroom regularly for available dates for sponsorship oppor-
tunities. Complete the green dedication form on the board attached with your payment. Payments can be placed 
in the wooden mailbox on the bulletin board, offering plate or mailed to the office.  If you are interested, and able 
to serve as an assistant during worship services, please go to the Sign-up Genius (http://
www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0c4aaba92aa46-worship) regularly for opportunities to use your God-given time 
and talents for His church and disciples.  We continuously give thanks for your generosity and continued support!  
 

MOVING OR RELOCATING? 

Moving out of the state? Retiring and looking for warmer temps? Closer to the grand-kids? Got a new job? Or 
any other plans to move out of the area? First of all, we’re going to miss you!  Just as you have been a blessing 
to this congregation and community, we’d love to bless you and your family with a hearty Farewell and Godspeed 
as you go forth and continue to be a blessing to others, through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, in your new 
home town. So, please be sure to contact the church office by phone or e-mail and let us know - before you go. 

For more About First Lutheran refer to the next page. 

https://vimeo.com/user73508597
mailto:lori@firstlutheranec.org
mailto:flcoffice@firstlutheranec.org
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0c4aaba92aa46-worship
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0c4aaba92aa46-worship


Keep up with the latest news, events 
and activities in & around First!  

 

To receive church announcements, parish notices 

and our weekly E-letters, use the ‘connect’ button on 

the App or website (www.firstlutheranec.org) and 

look for the SIGN UP NOW button. 

 
 
 
 
 
Then fill in your name & e-mail address. 

 

It’s that easy! 

ABOUT FIRST LUTHERAN 

 

First Lutheran’s After Hours  
Emergency Phone Number 

    (evenings & weekends only) 
 

If you have a medical emergency, 
or death in the family  

and need to speak to the pastor immediately 
call: 

 

410-465-6779 
 

For emergencies during office hours,  
please continue to call the church office at: 

 

410-465-2977 

Like, Follow, Engage, Share 

 

 

 

Stay connected on your mobile devices! 
 
Search and download  
‘First Lutheran Ellicott City’ 
on your mobile device’s App 
store or text “firstlutheranec
(add a space)app’ to 77977. 
It’s FREE!  
 
Be sure to opt-in for push 
notifications, so that you 
don’t miss FELC updates. 
 
Connect, grow and share 
with us in all the amazing 
things God is doing here at 
First Evangelical Lutheran 

 

Interested in Joining? 

When Jesus called his first disci-

ples, he simply invited them, 

“Come and see.” 

 

Following Jesus’ example, we invite anyone who 
would like to become a member of the congregation 
to contact one of the pastors for a one-on-one orien-
tation.  New members are received on the fourth 
Sunday of every month.  
 

You are welcome to grow, and share in God’s grace 
with us! 

SIGN UP NOW 

 

Electronic Giving 

Did you know that even if you have to miss a ser-
vice, you don’t have to miss an opportunity to give?  
There are several easy and convenient ways to con-
sistently give. 

 
1. Website - Select the  “GIVE” 

tab  
2. Text “firstlutheranec” to 77977 

from any mobile device* 
 
Establishing an on-line giving profile also allows you 
to make offerings to a variety of designations.  Offer-
ings can be made from a checking account, debit 
card or credit card over a safe, encrypted connec-
tion.  
 

Please be aware that Msg & Data rates may apply. For full Terms & Condi-

tions please visit https://pushpay.com/terms. For the Privacy Policy please visit 

https://pushpay.com/privacy. For help reply HELP or STOP to cancel.  

Sermons (Audio & Manuscripts) 
Audio versions of Sunday sermons and some of our 
other worship services are available via the App, 
Facebook, SoundCloud and 
website. Manual copies of 
Sunday and Midweek sermons 
can be found in the weekly e-
letter, This Week at First.  

mailto:www.firstlutheranec.org
https://pushpay.com/terms
https://pushpay.com/privacy
https://vimeo.com/firstlutheranec
https://www.facebook.com/FirstLuthEllicottCity
https://www.instagram.com/firstlutheranec/
https://twitter.com/FLCofficeEC


 
 
 
 
 




